
Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W :  
J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 9  -  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

Dear Friends of Slifka Center,

We are proud to share this report with you - and prouder yet of having guided 
Yale’s Jewish community through the tumultuous 2019-20 academic year. Slifka 
Center was there with and for students as the pandemic disrupted their school 
year and transformed their world: sharing words of Jewish inspiration, building 
virtual community, and supporting every student in moments of need, be they 
financial or psychological. So many of us have lost so much - and through it we 
have deepened our appreciation for Jewish community and Jewish wisdom.

At the same time, we have also set renewal into motion. Amidst campus’s 
shuttered common spaces, Slifka Center’s kitchen, dining hall, lobby, security,
and terrace are being renovated so they will last another twenty-five years. In
recognition of Slifka Center’s importance to Yale, there is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to receive Yale and reunion credit for gifts to the Slifka Center: 
Building Forward campaign. You can find information herein and also at
slifkacenter.org.

Once the pandemic has passed, we look forward to celebrating the completion 
of this project and Slifka Center’s quarter century anniversary. We are proud of 
what the Center has accomplished and we share that pride with you in this report. 
We hope you enjoy it! 

Your support makes all our work possible. Thank you for faithfully 
partnering with us.

Slifka Center, home to Yale Hillel, 
Lindenbaum Kosher Kitchen, and Young Israel

 House at Yale, was founded in 1995. 

It is an independent non-profit, 
affiliated with and serving

the Yale community as the pluralistic 
center for Jewish life on campus.

Letter from Leadership 

Uri Cohen, Executive Director
Rabbi Jason Rubenstein, Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale 

 Uri Cohen, right, and Rabbi Jason Rubenstein



Campaign Co-chairs
 

Richard S. Pechter ’67, P ’93    
Victoria Lindenbaum Feder ’90, P ’19 
Robert L. Bildner ’72 and Elisa Spungen Bildner ’75, 
   P ’06, P ’09, P ’10, P ’16
 
Anonymous
Frank D. Aronson ’69 and Paula Aronson, P ’95
Mordechai M. Beizer ’78 and Wendy Beizer
Peter B. Bensinger, Jr. and Heidi Wagman, P ’17, P ’20, P ’22 JD
Nancy Marx Better ’84 and Jamie Better, P ’15, P ’17, P ’19
Robert L. Bildner ’72 and Elisa Spungen Bildner ’75,
     P ’06, P ’09, P ’10, P ’16
David S. Blatt ’85, ’88 JD and Lisa Blatt, P ’21, P ’23
Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl ’94 and 
    Jacob W. Buchdahl ’94, ’97 JD, P ’23, P ’25
Scott B. Cantor ’81 and Lisa E. Stone ’78, ’82 MPH, P ’12
Joseph Z. Cohen ’02 and Romy S. Cohen
Matthew I. Cohen PhD ’97 and Min Cohen
Edgar Cullman, Jr. '68 and Elissa Cullman, P ’97, P ’02
Akiva J. Dickstein ’90 and Anna S. Mendelsohn ’89, P ’16, P ’20, P ’22
Michael Dockterman '75 and Laura B. Di Giantonio, P ’13
Ariela R. Dubler '98 JD, ’03 PhD and Hon. Jesse M. Furman ’98 JD, P ’25
Evan K. Farber ’99 and Rebecca G. Straus Farber ’01
Victoria Lindenbaum Feder ’90 and Ben L. Feder, P ’19
Michael L. Friedman ’55 and Carole Friedman, P ’87
Rabbi Michael S. Friedman ’99 and Haley Lieberman
Michael S. Gamzon ’91 and Rebecca D. Gamzon, '91, P '20, P '23
Gordon Geballe ’81 PhD and Shelley Geballe ’75 JD, ’95 MPH

Slifka Center: Building Forward
Capital Campaign 
     

 Yale Credit is available through June 30, 2021.  Contributions
 of $1,000 or more through November 15, 2020 are listed. For a
complete list and for more information please visit slifkacenter.org.
     

S T U D E N T  S P O T L I G H T :  
S A R A H  N G O  H A M E R L I N G  ' 2 0

Senior  Research Analyst ,  
Federal  Reserve Bank of  NY

    "Adjust ing to post-col lege l i fe  can be jolt ing in  the best
of  t imes;  graduating into this  upended world has been
something else.   

    I 'm so grateful  not  just  for  the incredible  guidance and
teaching the Sl i fka rabbis  extend to recent  a lumni ,  but
also the way they've introduced me to new teachers  and
equipped me to learn independently .
 

    The r ichness of  the Jewish textual  tradit ion has been
such a  balm during the past  year---and it 's  hard to
imagine having had access  to any of  i t  without  the staff
and fel low students  at  S l i fka."

A  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  M E A N I N G :   
Over 40 students  devoted an evening to discussing 

and debating their  community 's  welfare and direct ion,  
under  the leadership of  the Hi l le l  student  board,  

in  a  February 2020 forum.

 A GATHERING PLACE:
Students  and faculty  from across  Yale  come to Sl i fka Center
 to bui ld  community,  d ine together ,  study,  repair  the world,

celebrate and more.  The Capital  Campaign wi l l  fund essentia l
renovations to update the kitchen,  dining hal l ,  security

infrastructure,  and outdoor spaces.  

Ira H. Gewolb '72, '76 MD
Phyllis Cohen Gladstein P ’92, P PhD ’97, P ’02, GP ’18 
    and Gary Gladstein
Gladys Godfried and Milton S. Godfried ’32, ’36 MD, z'l
Beth E. Goldman ’84 and Louis M. Solomon, P ’24
Allan M. Goldstein ’89, ’89 MS and Rachel Cohen Goldstein ’92
David P. Gordon ’77 and Meryl Greenwald Gordon ’78, P ’08, P ’14
Sam Greenberg ’13
Helaine Greenfeld ’85 and Richard Mintz, P ’22
Peggy Gries Wager ’82 and Michael K. Wager
John B. Harris ’78 and Marcy Ressler Harris ’80
Janice L. Honigberg ’79, P ’20
Marshall S. Huebner ’93 JD and Dina Gerber Huebner ’91 JD
Ruth Jarmul ’71 and Irvin Rosenthal, P ’03
Peggy Edersheim Kalb ’86 and Scott Kalb
Zachary D. Kaufman ’00, ’09 JD
Judy Sandler and Skip Klein ’83
Robert C. Klipper ’11, ’16 JD and Rachel Klipper ’11, ’12 MPH
Klipper Family Foundation
Carl Lazarus ’69 and Joyce Lazarus, P ’04
Ronald A. Lehmann ’84, ’89 JD and Devra R. Lehmann ’86
Andrew M. Levine ’97, ’02 JD and Sara Buchdahl Levine ’97
Samuel G. Levy ’05 and Cynthia Kamami-Levy
David S. Liebschutz ’80 and Elizabeth H. Liebschutz
Niki E. Marcus ’97 and Jeff E. Marcus ’95, ’99 JD
Andres Martin ’02 MPH, ’07 MAH and Rebecca Cohen Martin, P ’18
Gary P. Mendelsohn ’91 and Paulette Mendelsohn 
    P ’18, P ’20, P ’21, P ’25
Harris Oliner ’94 and Carrie Oliner 

Dan Oren ’79, ’83 MD and Jeanette Kuvin Oren ’85 MPH
Richard S. Pechter ’67 and Kayla Pechter, P ’93
Mitchell Raab ’95 and Katia Brener Raab ’95
Jeremy K. Rabson ’93 and Rebecca Rabson
Muhit Rahman ’79 and Anna Rahman ’80, P ’12, P ’14, P ’19
Robert S. Rifkind '58 and Arleen B. Rifkind, P ’89 JD ’93, P ’93 
Tamar Sadeh ’85, P ’15, P ’18
President Peter Salovey ‘86 PhD and Marta Elisa Moret ‘84 MPH
Barbara L. Friedman MAT ’65, Adam J. Savitz ’87, 
    Lisa Beth F. Savitz ’88, and Samuel F. Savitz '17
Andrew H. Schapiro ’85 and Tamar Newberger, P ’24
Debbie Schiller and Ronald P. Schiller, P ’22
David G. Schlussel ’80 and Rena D. Schlussel, P ’13
Joseph B. Schwartz ’62 and Marilyn G. Schwartz
Bat Sheva Marcus and Elliot Schwartz, P ’11, P ’13, P ’21
Yishai Schwartz ’13, ’18 JD and Daniella Penn ’20 DIV
Daniel Stern Serviansky ’00 and Anna Stern Serviansky
David B. Slifka ’01 and Michele M. Slifka
David A. Sobotka ’78 and Karen Sobotka, P ’15, P ’19
Michael L. Stern ’02 and Janna F. Stern
Roger L. Strong, Jr. ’79 and Nancy E. Strong, P ’16
Mark L. Tykocinski ’74 and Judith Tykocinski
Philip R. Wagman ’91, ’94 JD and Adina S. Wagman
Michael D. Weinberger ’88 and 
    Naomi D. Z. Weinberger ’88, P ’24
Maury Yeston ’67, ’74 PhD
E. Kinney Zalesne ’87 and Scott Siff, P ’25
Doris Dronski Zelinsky ’71 and Edward A. Zelinsky ’72, ’75 JD, 
     P ’06 JD ’10, P ’07, P ’13 JD ’18 



I                                

Annual Fund Donor Roll  
 Contributions above $1,000, July 2019 to June 30, 2020
 Please visit slifkacenter.org for complete donor list.

 Endowed Funds and Prizes

$50,000 and above

Anonymous – YJPA
Anonymous
Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl ’94 and
   Jacob W. Buchdahl ’94, ’97 JD, P ’23, ’25 - YJPA
David A. Messer ’83, P ’22 – YJPA
Richard S. Pechter ’67 and Kayla Pechter, P ’93
Abigail S. Pogrebin ’87 and David Shapiro, P ’21 – YJPA
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Alan B. Slifka Foundation
David B. Slifka ’01 and Michele M. Slifka
Tali Farhadian Weinstein ’97, ’03 JD and
    Boaz R. Weinstein

$10,000 to $49,999

Anonymous (2) – YJPA
Nancy Marx Better ’84 and Jamie Better, P’ 15, P ’17, P ’19
Robert L. Bildner ’72 and Elisa Spungen Bildner ’75,
    P ’06, P ’09 ’16 MBA, P ’10, P ’16
Andrew G. Hauptman ’91 and
    Ellen Bronfman Hauptman ’91, P’24 – YJPA
Akiva J. Dickstein ’90 and Anna S. Mendelsohn ’89,
    P’16, P’20, P’22 – YJPA
H. Michael Feldman ’91 and Christine Glastonbury
Hillel International
Jacob J. Lindenthal, PhD Yale '67, Dr.  PH and
    Lorelle N. Michelson, MD, FACS
William J. Poorvu ’56 and Lia G. Poorvu, P ’81, P ’84, GP ’18
Robert A. Shlachter ’69 and Mara A. Shlachter
Rimma Shaposhnikov ’97
Yakov D. Shaposhnikov P ’97

5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous (2) – YJPA
Anonymous (2)
Deborah Rukin Gold and Roger M. Gold, P ’22 – YJPA
Evan K. Farber ’99 and Rebecca G. Straus Farber ’01
Victoria Lindenbaum Feder ’90 and Ben L. Feder, P ’19
Jeffrey A. Grossman and Ellen Grossman
Gerald R. Hirsch and
    Barbara N. Seymon-Hirsch, P ’22 – YJPA
Lisa J. Kohl and Ricardo F. Hornos, P ’23 – YJPA 
Tamar Sadeh , ’85, P ’15, P ’18,
Robert J. Schloss ’73 and Emily M. Sack
Joseph B. Schwartz ’62 and Marilyn G. Schwartz
David Sobotka ’78 and Karen Sobotka, P ’15, P ’19
Michael L. Stern ’02 and Janna F. Stern
Peggy Gries Wager ’82 and Michael K. Wager
Philip R. Wagman ’91, ’94 JD and Adina S. Wagman
Michael D. Weinberger ’88 and
   Naomi D. Z. Weinberger ’88, P ’24 – YJPA

$1,800 to $4,999

Micki and Ben Bronston, P ’22 – YJPA
Steven Fleischman and Andrea Fleischman, P ’22 – YJPA
Marshall and Merle Goldman Fund
   for Jewish Campus Life, P ’79, P ’82, P ’95 MPPM
Helaine Greenfeld ’85 and Richard Mintz, P ’22 – YJPA
Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven
Liebmann Family Fund - Otto B. Liebmann ’95 and
    Rebekah Gardner 
Jeffrey H. Loria ’62, P ’01, GP ’17 and Julie Loria
Donna and Paul Nadel, P '21 – YJPA
New Light Congregation, Pittsburgh, PA
Michaela S. Panter ’07, ’12 PhD and
    Yevgeny V. Gelfand ’05
Allan C. Rabinowitz ’54, and
    Leah G. Rabinowitz, P ’81, GP ’16
Jeremy K. Rabson ’93 and Rebecca Rabson
Hershel Safer ’81 and Pennina Safer ’81 PhD
Elliot Schwartz and
    Bat Sheva Marcus, P ’11, P ’13, P ’21 – YJPA
Marci B. Sternheim ’89 PhD
Suzy and Herb Tobin
Alison Berkley Wagonfeld ’91 and
    David S. Wagonfeld, P’24 – YJPA
The Zwillinger Family Fund 

$1,000 to $1,799

Anonymous (3)
David M. Altshuler and Jill S. Altshuler, P ’23
Barak Zelinsky Foundation, Inc. 
Naomi and Clarke Camper, P ’23 
Joseph Z. Cohen ’02 and Romy S. Cohen
Matthew I. Cohen PhD ’97 and Min Cohen
Uri and Stacey Cohen
Lisa B. Eisen ’85 and Mitchell J. Eisen
Martin S. Gerstel ’64 and Shoshana Gerstel
Melanie Ginter ’78
Phyllis Cohen Gladstein P ’92, P ’97 PhD, P ’02, GP ’18  and Gary Gladstein
Allan M. Goldstein ’89, MS ’89 and Rachel Cohen Goldstein ’92
Lori Matloff Goler ’91 and Brian Goler
Sam Greenberg ’13
Henry S. Hacker ’65
Burton K. Haimes ’65, P ’94 and Monique Haimes
Russell J. Handelman ’80
Neil D. Herbsman ’85 and Carole R. Bernstein
Stephen J. Hoffman ’64 and Dale Hoffman, P ’01
Benjamin Liptzin ’66, P ’93, P ’96, P ’01, GP ’23
Lawrence B. Ludwig and Donna L. Ludwig, P ’00
Andres Martin ’02 MPH, ’07 MAH and Rebecca Cohen Martin, P ’18
Stephen E. Matloff ’95 and Susan D. Matloff
Ronald Morris and Elaine Morris, GP PhD ’24
Stephen Naron
Robert C. Post JD ’77 and Reva B. Siegel ’78, JD ’86
Joseph A. Rosner ’96 and Wendy Silver Rosner ’98
Steven A. Ross and Carole M. Ross, P ’22
Shana Katz Ross ’00, MBA ’06 and David A. Ross ’99, PhD ’04, MD ’05 
Marc Ruskin and Debra Walton Ruskin
Daniel Stern Serviansky ’00 and Anna Stern Serviansky
Carol L. Sirot in loving memory of my late husband Gustave Sirot, M. D.
Doris Dronski Zelinsky ’71 and  Edward A. Zelinsky ’72, ’75 JD, 
    P ’06 ’10 JD, P ’07, P ’13 ’18 JD

Sidney '81 MAH and Ann Altman Library Endowment Fund

The Robert '59 and Louise Arias Yom Kippur 

    Break-Fast Endowment Fund

Beit Midrash Endowment Fund

Bellin Scholarship Endowment Fund

Frank Bernstein '61 Family Music Endownment Fund

The Elisa Spungen Bildner '75 and Robert Bildner '72

    Israel Travel Grant Endowment Fund

David and Goldie Blanksteen Endowment Fund

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Endowment Fund

The Cohen Rabbi Endowment Fund

Henry N. Cohn Family Oneg Shabbat Endowment Fund

Matthew Eisenfeld Memorial Endowment Fund

David and Iris Fischer Judaica Project Endowment Fund

The Fleischer Passover and 

   High Holy Days  Endowment Fund

Matilda and Julius Fleischer

   Hillel  Volunteer of the Year Endowment Fund

Friedlaender-Krohner Endowment Fund

Jerrold Fuchs – Yale/YIVO Endowment Fund

Arthur and Dale Galston Environmental Ethics Endowment Fund

Dr. Milton '32, '36 MD and Gladys Godfried

    Medical Ethics Endowment Fund

Goldman Family Programmatic Endowment Fund

Hauptman Arts and Media Arts Endowment Fund

Howard M. Holtzman Jewish Chaplain at Yale Endowment Fund

William '29, '65 MAH and Miriam Horowitz 

   Judaica Project Endowment Fund

Rabbi Richard Israel Shabbat Table Endowment Fund

Elka Klein Endowment Fund

Henry Kohn Lecture Endowment Fund

Littauer Book Endowment Fund

The Bernard and Norma Lytton Apples and Honey Kiddush Fund

David Henry Marks Passover Endowment Fund

Marx Better Family Endowment Fund

Jack Matloff, Class of 1954, Torah Endowment Fund

Noah Substance Abuse Endowment Fund

Rabbi James Ponet Educational and Cultural Endowment Fund

Riesman Library Book Endowment Fund

Rosen Maintenance Fund

Rothko Endowment Fund

The Rose A. and Jack Schwartz Jewish Publication Fund,

   Endowed by Joseph B. Schwartz, YC ’62, 

   In Memory of His Parents

Marilyn G. and Joseph B. Schwartz ’62 Endowed Fund

  for Israel Fellowships and/or Israel Education

Arthur I. Shapiro Social Justice Endowment Fund

Alan Slifka Fellowship Endowment Fund

Sobotka Family Yom HaShoah Endowment Fund

Spungen Bildner Family Endowment Fund

Talpins Israel Program Endowment Fund

Eric Zahler '72 and Karen Gantz Zahler  Faculty Fellowship

   Endowment Fund

Norman Zolot '41, '47 JD Scholarship Endowment Fund

Charles and Lotty Zucker Art Prize Endowment Fund

The Eugene M. Zwillinger Memorial Seder Endowment Fund

Includes gifts to Slifka Center's Annual Fund and Endowment Funds,

Lindenbaum Kosher Kitchen, Yale Hillel and other Jewish student groups.

YJPA denotes Yale Jewish Parent Alliance Leadership Giving Level.

We are grateful for the following Endowment Funds 

which support Slifka Center programming.



Slifka Center Staff

 Uri Cohen, Executive Director ● Rabbi Jason Rubenstein, Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale
   

Jess Belasco, Rabbinic Intern                                                                       Margarita Nieves, Office Manager
Emmanuel Cantor, Rabbinic Intern                                                            Adriana Odice, Director of Finance
Alex DeLeon, Building Supervisor                                                              Lynn Jackson Quinn, Development Specialist
Ziv Eisenberg '13 PhD, Managing Director                                              Jennifer Scopp, Executive Assistant
Abby Elder ’17, ’19 MusM, ’20 MusMA, Special Projects Coordinator       Jennifer Rogin Wallis, Director of Development
Rabbi Isaama Goldstein-Stoll, Senior Jewish Educator                            Evan Wexler, Database & Communications Manager
Juli Goodman, Assistant Director for Programming                               Yotam Wolk, Israel Fellow
Benjamin Laufer, Springboard Fellow                                                          

Rabbi Alex Ozar and Lauren Steinberg, Co-Directors and Educators, OU-JLIC at Yale

Names in italics, former staff as of 6/30/20
Names in bold, new staff as of 7/1/20

Slifka Center Board of Trustees

Slifka Center wins Hillel International's 
2019 Campus Partnership Award 

honoring a Hillel that works with its university
 to advance the mission of both institutions

  E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  
  

Evan K. Farber ’99, President    David Messer ’83, P ’22 ● Richard S. Pechter ’67, P ’93 ● Jeremy Rabson ’93
Tamar Sadeh ’85, P ’15, ’18 ● David Slifka ’01 ● Peggy Gries Wager ’82 ● Doris Zelinsky ’71, P ’06, ’07, ’13

Saul Roselaar ’21*
David Schizer ’90, ’93 JD
Shalhevet Schwartz ’21*
Daniel Serviansky ’00
Michael Stern ’02
Michele Michaelis Slifka
Gwendolyn Towers ’21 MD*
Philip R. Wagman ’91, ’94 JD
Todd Warshawsky ’21*

*

H O N O R A R Y  T R U S T E E S
 

Professor Sidney Altman, ’80 MAH
Robert A. Burt ’64 JD, P ’89 z’l
Judge Howard M. Holtzmann ’42, ’47 JD z’l
Professor Ruth King, MD, P ’96
Senator Joseph I. Lieberman ’64, ’67 LLB, P ’89
     and Hadassah Lieberman P ’89

*Student representatives
Names in italics, board term ended 6/30/20

Names in bold, board term began 7/1/20

T R U S T E E S

Emilie Amar-Zifkin ’22 GSAS*
Elisa Spungen Bildner ’75, P ’06, ’09, ’10, ’16
Robert L. Bildner ’72, P ’06, ’09, ’10, ’16
Ariela Dubler ’98 JD, ’04 PhD, P ’25
Margalit Feuer ’20*
Professor Christine Hayes
Professor Josh Kalla ’14
Anna Mendelsohn ’89, P ’16, ’20, ’22
Abigail Pogrebin ’87, P ’21

J O S E P H  S L I F K A  C E N T E R  F O R  J E W I S H  L I F E  A T  Y A L E  
  80 Wall Street, New Haven, CT 06511 ● 203-432-1134 ● www.slifkacenter.org


